EDITORIAL

The 71st Foundation Day of NFPTE

The 71st Foundation Day of NFPTE (National Federation of Posts and Telegraph Employees) is
being celebrated on 24 November 2024. NFPTE was established on November 24, 1954, as a unified
and strong organization for the employees of the central Postal and Telegraph Department. Before
this, during the freedom struggle, employees had small, fragmented organizations, but they lacked a
powerful unified presence.

During the freedom movement, workers’ organizations played an active role and awakened a
strong consciousness for independence and democracy. After independence, the need for worker
solidarity was strongly felt, leading to the formation of NFPTE. It consisted of nine different unions
representing employees in posts, telegraphs, administrative offices, and other categories. Its purpose
was to unite all unions under one umbrella to protect employees' rights and uphold national unity and
integrity.

NFPTE took numerous steps for workers' welfare and succeeded in strengthening labor laws.
However, in 1968, after a historic strike, the organization faced government repression, resulting in the
imprisonment of many employees and the loss of NFPTE's recognition. Despite this, the organization’s
popularity remained high, and later, with the intervention of the then-President, C.V.V. Giri, NFPTE’s
recognition was reinstated.

Today, after 71 years since its inception, NFPTE remains a strong organization committed to
raising the voice of central employees and safeguarding their rights.

In 1978, due to political intervention and policies, workers were once again divided when the then-
Janata Party government, overnight, created a third federation for Postal and Telegraph employees
and granted it recognition. Thus, after independence, three federations emerged in the Postal and
Telegraph Department, disrupting the unity of workers due to political appeasement. Despite this,
NFPTE continued to advance with the support of over 50% of employees in the department.

In 1986, the government divided the Postal and Telegraph Department, and as a result, NFPTE
also split into two parts: NFPE for postal employees and NFTE for telegraph (telecom) employees.
Initially, an umbrella organization was formed to keep these two federations united, but political conflicts
led to NFPE and NFTE functioning separately.

NFTE became a leading federation in the telecommunications department, surpassing the other
two organizations. In the 1990s, a reorganization of employee cadres in the telecommunications
department began. Under the skilled leadership of Comrade O.P. Gupta, this restructuring created new
positions and enabled financial advancements for telecom employees. Through his leadership, nearly
100,000 casual laborers were regularized after a prolonged struggle, including a nine-day hunger
strike on a national scale. Today, many of those regularized workers have progressed to Group C, B,
and even A positions.

In 1999, the governmentdecided to corporatize two segments of the telecommunications department
under a new telecom policy, namely the telecommunications operators and telecommunications



services. Comrade O.P. Gupta led a protest against this decision. Despite the opposition, the
government was committed to corporatization and, on October 1, 2000, announced the transformation
of these two sections into a corporation.

Under Comrade Gupta's leadership, NFTE, along with other unions, organized a historic three-day
strike from September 6 to September 8, 2000. As a result, the government conceded, guaranteeing
pensions, job security, and financial stability for the company.

During this period, all existing labor unions were ordered to re-register under the Industrial Workers'
Union Act. In 2001, NFTE unified its six unions and re-registered under the name NFTE (BSNL).
From then until 2004, NFTE continued to lead all BSNL employees. However, by 2004, other unions
united under a single election symbol to compete against NFTE in membership verification elections,
resulting in NFTE becoming an unrecognized union until March 2013. Despite this, NFTE narrowly
lost multiple elections and maintained substantial employees support. In February 2013, management
recognized the significant support for NFTE and adopted a policy of dual recognition for two unions.
Thus, from April 2013, NFTE resumed its role as a recognized union, serving its members and actively
supporting BSNL'’s strength.

It is a matter of pride that NFPTE, our parent organization, is celebrating its 71st Foundation
Day on November 24, 2024. Therefore, all district branches, Business area branches, and circle
branches are requested to celebrate this Foundation Day with great enthusiasm. Hoist the
union flag, decorate union offices, organize collective meetings, and arrange refreshments.
Take a pledge of loyalty to the unity and integrity of the nation and the Constitution. Commit to
continually strive for BSNL employees’ issues, such as wage revision, stagnation, promotional
exams, a new financial upgradation policy, and other benefits. Stay prepared to engage in
continuous struggles alongside other unions.

Long live NFTE —
Long live Employee Unity.
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